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Goodness is Everyday Life
- Prof. S.P. Kanal

A case of large-heartedness

Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya as the Vice-Chancellor
of Banaras Hindu University needed a University Professor
for Chemistry. He asked Sir C.V. Raman, Sir J.C. Bose and Sir
P.C. Ray to recommend a suitable candidate for it. All the three
recommended Dr. S.S. Bhatnagar, who had at that time finished
his D.Sc. at the William Ramsay Laboratories of University
College, London. So Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya offered Dr.
S.S. Bhatnagar the post of the Professor of Chemistry, which
he accepted.

When Dr. Bhatnagar joined the service, he was asked to
take over the charge from Prof. M., an elderly man of about
who had been Head of the Chemistry Department. As Prof. M.
handed the keys to the new professor, tears welled up in his
eyes.

“Why are you sad? What troubles you?” asked Dr.
Bhatnagar.

“I have held these keys for fifteen years.”

“Then hold them still.”

“I cannot do that. It is you who must have them now. You
are the Head of the Chemistry Department.”

“That’s all right. Keep them. I’ll put it up to the Council.”
He did. There was considerable discussion on the point but
Bhatnagar insisted. “Let Prof. M. keep the keys. Let him
continue as the Head of the Chemistry Department. It is a small
matter and | would gladly serve under him.” So it was decided
that the keys should remain with the elderly professor who
was still to be called the Head of the Chemistry Department.
At the close of the meeting the professors, pleased at
Bhatnagar’s action, gathered round him while Pt. Malviya hugged
him.
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Respect for his father's word

He was a young student in a college when his father
betrothed him in a family. The father passed away.

The marriage date was fixed. His maternal uncle was
the elder in his family. He had another girl in view with whose
family the negotiations had broken down before the betrothal
had taken place in the life-time of the boy’s father. He suggested
to the boy if he could agree to break the connection with the
betrothed girl. He was prepared to take the responsibility to
do so himself. The young boy felt this as a great wrong. He
asked his maternal uncle to put himself in the position of the
girl’s parents and how he would feel if it was done to his own
daughter. The maternal uncle knew where he stood and got the
boy married in the family in which he was betrothed.

A greatman’s considerateness

The groups participating in the 26" January Republic
Day celebration tableaux and folk dances were invited to Prime
Minister Nehru’s house. She was incharge of the girl-students
from one of the States. When Nehruji came to her group, she
requested Nehruji for an autograph. Nehruji refused her on the
plea that he did not give autographs. “But, Sir”, said this lady, “I
had promised my brother to bring him your autograph.” Nehru
gave a thought and asked the lady to wait.

Nehruji went to meet other groups. He was very busy
with talking to different groups. Then suddenly he appeared
before her group with a pen in hand and signed the autograph.
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