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Excellence has always been achieved by
those who dared to believe that something
inside them is superior to the cirumstances.
Believe in yourself.
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GoodnessisEveryday Life
- Prof. S.P. Kanal

Hisbucket of iced water.

He was the first Indian officer to be member of the Rail-
way Board during British regime and drew salary of over two
thousand rupees per month in those days. He stayed in some
of the finest railway bungalows. Wealth, power and position
prove as much an adverse circumstance for man’s progress
in good life as poverty does. But he successfully immune
himself from hisadverse circumstances. Throughout hislong
career as an officer, he lived an austere life, spent his large
pay for good causes of education and widows' uplift.

It issince severa yearsthat heisretired but has spent
every day of hisretirement in service of the above causes.

One day last summer, | was cycling back from the
collegewhen | was surprised to find him on the roadside with
one earthen-ware and two buckets of water. He was serving
water to the passersby. It touched me beyond measure, for he
held a mirror to my moral littleness.

| have never enjoyed occupational pay, or position
equal to his, yet | feel it below my dignity to do humble acts
of service to others. | have not conquered this slavery to
public opinion or false valuation that | can do better thingsin
that time. This officer works the whole day for his cause. In
the evening heistired. Instead of sitting down to gossip, he
finds joy in this humble act of service for his fellow beings.

Everyday during the summer, | saw this saint of good
causes and bowed to him as | went past him.
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A fellow student

He is a student from an aristocratic family. Due to
some circumstances hisfamily had suffered financial |osses.
So he had to join the evening college for his studies. He
completed his M.A. He wanted to do B.Ed. There was no
evening college for B.Ed. course.

He appeared in acompetitive examination for atrain-
ing course and won a scholarship of Rs. 75 p.m. at the Cen-
tral Institute of Education, Delhi. As astudent he soon found
aclass-fellow who could not continue due to financial strin-
gency. He offered to share one-third of his scholarship with
him. In one of his letters he wrote to me, “I am sharing one-
third of thisamount with aneedy fellow student. | found that
hisfinancial stringency was standing in hisway of furthering
his education—the same difficulty that once stood in my
progress.”

Consider ation for mother'sneed

It wasawinter night. The children were asked to cover
themselves because of the cold which they werefeeling. One
of the children is more sensitive to cold than others. He was
asked to sit on the divan and the mother offered him her
shaw! to cover himself.

This child knew that his mother was very sensitiveto
cold. Hefinds her so heavily covered with warm clothes. So
herefused to have her shawl. The mother again made an offer
of the shawl. His considerateness showed him a way out of
not refusing the offer of the mother and not to expose her to
cold. He ran inside, brought a second shawl of the mother,
gavethisto her and then accepted the offered shawl from her.
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