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GoodnessisEveryday Life
Tarmarind

He is a young boy of seven. He gets pocket money
per day like other children of the house. Heistheyoungestin
the family. Pocket money isthe best loved thing for children
and they are jealous about it. They want to spend it on
themselves. But goodness triumphed over self in the case of
this child. One day he brought tamarind (Imli) for his sister.
When he returned home he confided to his
mother,“Mummy,” he said, “You know sister likes tamarind
very much. So | have brought this (showing his packet) for
her."

30 forer @1 g Haers & &, S gt |t @




Our milkman

He was our milk-man. We were not satisfied with his
milk. So we told him to charge us 14 annas per seer instead
of 12 annas and give us unadulterated milk. We paid him for
amonth at this enhanced rate. But the milk did not improve.

We offered to raise the rate to one rupee per seer,
hoping that this would be enough of gain for him to give
unadulterated milk. For a month or so we paid him at one
rupee a seer.

One day we were surprised when he returned al the
extramoney we had paid him. He said, “1 have charged you
morewithout giving you unadulterated milk. So | don’t deserve
this extra money. Please accept it back.”

Helsabus-conuctor

| was surprised to meet this bus-conductor. When |
got into his bus, he proved himself to be out of the common.
He was so courteous to every passenger.

As he stood at the bus gate he helped an old man into
the bus and got him a seat. A baby was crying in the bus. He
gave him one or two used tickets, and humoured him alittle.

The mother felt so relieved for the baby was
uncontrollable. The conductor had a smilefor all and was so
helpful to every passenger.

| felt so touched by his conduct. How little is needed
to touch perfection! How God could have done better in this
situation than what this man wasdoing! In hishumblelife he
expressed divinity in these little acts of kindness.




Beyond hisduty %

He was an officer on duty in ariot-affected area. He
took his clerk with him on an inspection tour. On theway his
car was attacked. Shots were fired at him.

Instead of hitting him, they hit the clerk. The dying
clerk shouted in al bitterness, “Why did you bring me hereto
get me killed in a foreign land? My wife and children will
curse you for rendering them helpless in this cruel world.”
The officer took no offence at this bitter expression of his
clerk. Histhought went straight to thewife and children of his
clerk. Hefought with the Government for substantial pension
for his clerk’s family.

He personally saw higher authoritiesfor this purpose.
But for hispersistent effort running into ayear, nothing would
have been done for the clerk’s family. He had done his duty
to the clerk.

Afterwards, when the officer was transferred back to
the station where the family of the clerk lived, one day he
was sitting at home, when an old man knocked at hisdoor. “I
am the father of the young clerk who died on duty.

Hewasmy only son and the only support of thefamily.
You have helped his wife and children. That is hardly
sufficient for them. | am without a penny; | crave for your
help.”

The officer was moved. No Government help was
permissiblefor thisold father. “All right,” hesaid, “You come
to me in the beginning of every month and take money from
me.” Itisnow several yearsthat thisofficer isregularly paying
the old man.
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