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Goodness in Everyday Life

- Prof. S.P. Kanal

He was a boy from his village

He is a graduate belonging to one of the Punjab villages. He
came to Delhi to join M.A. course at the Institute of Post-Graduate
(Evening) Studies, University of Delhi. He was a stranger to this
metropolis and penniless. But he was determined to brave the hardship
for his education. In his village he knew a person whom he asked if
there was some acquaintance of his in Delhi. That person knew a
watchman who belonged to their village. So he introduced the graduate
to this watchman on his visit to Delhi.

The watchman got his first introduction to the graduate through
this third man. But he unhesitatingly agreed to share his Government
accommodation with him. In Delhi people do not either share
accommodation or if they do so, they charge the whole of the rent they
pay, though they retain the major portion of the accommodation. This
poor watchman did not think in these non-social terms, though he had
accommodation in a central locality and on a fine site. He could have
claimed the whole of the rent from same person and the person would
have been grateful to him for that even. But such non-social thinking to
exploit human situation, did not enter his conduct. He just asked for an
equitable share of his rent. This was itself a case of good neighbourliness
to a stranger whom he did not know before this introduction.

He did not only share his accommodation. He did more. When
he could cook for himself, he could cook for this student, too. He has
been doing it for this student practically for a year and a half. This
irksome task of cooking for another was made light by his spirit of
neighbourliness.

This young student feels overwhelmed for this unsolicited service
of the watchman. He has offered him his services for a share in cooking.
But the watchman would not listen and would not allow him to touch

Tt Rt Ferelt ahTe ahT 2T 7 ok AT R FveR Sraht
el Bl ST STBT |




have such neighbourly services from the watchman. He reported to the
officer of this watchman that he was sharing hisaccommodation. The
watchman was called by his officer to explain his conduct. He explained
to him how the young man without means had come to Delhi for higher
education and how he wanted to be helpful to him. He further told him
that if he could not be permitted to keep that young man, he would
request to be allowed to give up the Government accommodation and
to go in for private accommodation so that he could continue to serve
that student. The officer allowed the watchman to keep this student
and he is sharing his accommodation and cooking for him.

The two surprise

Prof. G.E. Moore is one of the greatest luminaries of recent
British philosophy. Itis interesting to quote from his brief autobiography
published in The Philosophy of G.E. Moore. In dealing with his school
days he devotes some pages to pay warm tributes to four of his masters
whom he describes as men of unusual originality and force of character

with wide intellectual interests.

After this he says, “I have singled out these four masters,
because I think they had much the most to do with my intellectual
development; but there were, of course, other masters at Dulwich whom
I remember with gratitude.” He then contrasts his attitude to his masters
with the attitude of some boys. He says:

“Nor was | atall inclined to criticise or condemn the masters.
Certainly I liked some better than others : but I think that I actually
disliked none at all and was always inclined to think that each was
doing the best possible under the circumstances. | remember that very
early, this attitude of mine seemed to surprise some of the boys, who
had violent antipathies to some of the masters and thought very ill of
them. I on my side was equally surprised that they could see any reason
to take up such an attitude.”
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<@r g ! =gt | g of @ foran, foReg 39 ara ot TRt @ fSen
T ShTAT foh THA BT TTST 36 W o Bt | fotam & aiifen ol ehl Oar
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3T I Ifereh T B, TTHT &k [T ST - T 7 I eleht T
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T | TR hl 36 ST, &THT, TATAAT W 3Heh WS g T, TEHA &
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T, O o TR UX U AT 3T o o - T ! ST W g W E
B | TR 3T ATU Foied R (T & | 31T T3 [ 911 o o feran g1 3t
T et g | 7T § foh TER ot o AT o[ o1 § | 39 W TS 3
rEE™, it S o1t o w1 oX 3fiX off S ¥ | 368 39 SIuit & @it
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TSI = e ohi SSTehT BT © 1T {7 | SHeRT 37T STST SHeh
foam uftad & fog g wa o T feam

If you think you can do it, you can. If you believe you can do it, you
will make a difference.
- Catherine Ellis
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